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ÅThe Origin & History Source of 
Consciousness (1949) 

ÅThe  Great Mother )1955  (  

ÅErich Neumann presents a psychological- 
historical perception on the development 
of human Consciousness  

ÅThe origin of humanity: The Matriarch 
Principle ï The Great Mother 

ÅPolarity: Positive ï A world of life, Nature, 
Fertility, Growth, Protection, 
Containment, Patience, Nurture  

ÅNegative ï Instinct, Survival ,Hysteria, 
Melancholy. 

ÅPatriarchal Principle emerges from 
Matriarchal principle 
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Å What is the Feminine Principle in human Psyche? (From primitive tribal 
society to Egyptian Pharos) 

Å Human Society  follows Nature Principles 

Å Instinct and bestial drives dictate motivation 

Å Intuition onsets creativity which derives from everlasting change and break 
down of the known 

Å Imagination under the obscure light of the moon (circulation principle) 
Unconsciousness- This is why the Matriarchal principle is attributed to the 
Unconsciousness 

Å Cycle of Life: Transformation from stage to stage, Life cycle ends with Death 
and starts at Birth 
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ÅSurvival: Instinct for living & mating, drive of 
searching after food   

ÅExpressions of Aggressions: Wars, 

Scarifice (even human sacrifice) 

ÅMatriarchal Principle does not 

acknowledge Individual existence and 

Separation, it sanctifies the Collective 

 
 

Å Fascist regimes are based on the 

negative aspect of the Great Mother in 

the human psyche, where the individual 

is required to identify with the collective  

 



From Matriarch into Patriarch 
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Salvador Dali Lada & Swan 
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ÅWhat is the opposite? What is the 
masculine-Father Principle in the 
human psyche? 

ÅAccording to Neumann, the human 
shift to the Patriarchal stage, is 
expressed in the myth of Isis & 
Osiris, the Egyptian gods. In the 
Matriarchal Egyptian society, 
young men were sacrificed on the 
altar of fertility and corps. Out of 
the ñcollective emotionò, gradually 
developed in Egyptian mythology 
the image of the ñGood Godò 
named Osiris,Larousse , (1959). 
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ÅWhat is the meaning of 
Patriarchal Society? What is 
the Masculine-Father 
Principle? 

 

ÅMenôs Society Rituals:The 
purpose of all Initiations rituals 
is to preserve & immune the 
adolescent-individual from the 
negative side of the 
Femininity: the destructive 
power of the unconscious 
symbolized as grave, under 
world, hell, destiny or witch. 
Death is conceived as 
eradication of the individual & 
itôs consciousness 
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ÅThe idea of monotheism ï Superior God in heaven and 
humans in his image. Life conceived as a superior value. 
Love, individual relatedness beyond emotional collectivity, 
love emphasizes the individual. Individuality is undividable, 
is one entity, is personal and Selfhood is praised 

 

ÅThe patriarchal society is a human society which itôs rules 
and characteristics derive from the masculine side of the 
human psyche 

 

ÅPatriarchal principle means logic, rationality, wording and 
comprehending. Operating is based on principles, on 
abstract vision and the 'wordô has power & strength: values, 
morality, rules, order, discipline & hierarchy. The ñwordò 
facilitates faculty of speech, conceptualization and 
definition. Negotiation replaces war and power. The 
process is of enlightenment, light & sun are the symbols of 
the Patriarchal principle. Penetration transform from the 
concrete (Mating) to the abstract (Intrusion to the depth of 
facts ï meaning. 
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ÅSummary of the Feminine 
Principle: 

ÅEmotion 

ÅContainment 

ÅCirculation ï Period 

ÅIntuition 

ÅMOTHER=MATTER Nature 
(Ground, Earth) 

ÅCirculation =CIRCUMAMBULA 

ÅDarkness 

ÅSymbolization 

ÅInstinct 

ÅLust 
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ÅSummary of the Masculine Principle: 

ÅLinear 

ÅSpeed 

ÅPenetration-Intrusion 

ÅRationale ,Mind, Intellect 

ÅDiscipline 

ÅOrder 

ÅLanguage 

ÅIndividuality 
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